THE WORLD BANK ART SOCETY

1818 H STREET, N.W., WASHNGION, D.C. 20433

July 16,1989

Dear Artists:

Each year the World Bank Art Society (WBAS) sends to artists around the
world an invitation to submit their portfolio of works to be considered for
possible exhibition in the World Bank. In late November a Selection
Committee will meet to select works of art for the upcoming 1991-92 seasons.

The attached "1991-92 Exhibitors Guidelines", explain= the program. Our
success in providing artists with a forum for displaying their works and for
institutions such as galleries and museums, and individuals to acquire these
works has been most gratifying, and we hope that you will be able to
participate in the program. Over the years many Embassies, as can be seen
from the attached list, have provided names of artists and have collaborated
in helping to organize the exhibitionms.

To benefit from the 1991-92 program, we must receive your portfolio (as
described under Section VII of the attached guidelines) no later than Friday,
October 12, 1990. Should you have any questions please direct them to the
address above, or call the World Bank Art Society (202) 477-1234 any time
during the year.

We look forward to working with you.

Sincerely
=71

S

audette D
President

Attachments
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Twenty Years of Art

by Jill Roessner

ake the elevator to the 12th floor of
‘Ha the E building and you find yourself
in an impressive hall, 100 feet long and
55 feet wide. The floor gleams with Ital-
ian marble and the walls are richly
paneled in wood from Sri Lanka. A grand
staircase leads to the gallery above and a
cathedral ceiling soars over the two lev-
els with skylights providing natural light
augmented by several huge chandeliers
from Belgium. This elegant setting is sur-
rounded by a conference room and suites
of offices accommodating senior Bank
officials and their staff,

The area serves, as well, as an art
gallery, with some dozen different exhi-
bitions being staged each year, featuring
artists from all over the world. And for
that, we can thank a group of Bank staff.

Twenty years ago there was no formal
World Bank Art Society although an oc-
casional exhibit was arranged on an ad
hoc basis. Claudette DuCran (now in
AFTIE) was working at the Bank and also
studying at the Corcoran School of Art.
Knowing that many staff shared her in-
tere$t in art—indeed many were accom-
plished amateur artists—she thought it
would be a good idea to form an Art
Society. Soon, she and a group that in-
cluded Lillian Cardash, Bogomir Chokel,
and various other staff and spouses, did
just that. The objective, then as now, was
to feature and celebrate works of living
artists.

Show in cafeteria

With some help from the Corcoran
School faculty, the new Art Society
mounted a trademark show in the cafet-
eria—then on the 12th floor of the B
building. In 1973, the Bank purchased
701 19th Street, N.W. (now known as the
E building) from the International Mone-
tary Fund and soon the Society had a
permanent home.

Once a year, the Art Society's three
officers—President, Vice President and

Setting up a show in the E Gallery.

Treasurer—meet with some volunteers to
select the art to be exhibited the following
year. The committee looks first at the
artistic, professional quality of the work,
amix of media and the theme for the
entire year as well as representation from
different nationalities.

The committee must be sensitive to
cultural constraints. Generally speaking,
nudity is out, along with work that has a
religious or political theme. Eventually,
somewhere between eight and 12 artists
will be invited to show their work at the
Bank each year.

It’s a highly competitive market. Ms.
DuCran says that, as a result, the artists
are grateful and become interested in the
work of the World Bank “‘and the enor-
mous ties that art has to development
and the social aspects of development.”

Choosing the artists is only the first
step. Past President of the Art Society

Photo by Claudette DuCran

Charles Applegate (from Secretary’s De-
partment) reels off a few of the problems

that can arise: difficulties in communicat-

ing with the artist or artist’s agent; late
arrival of artwork and customs clear-
ances; damage to artwork in transit: high
transportation costs, unpacking and re-
packing.

One of the most popular exhibits last
year was a display of some 70 Turkish
rugs, more than half of which were sold
during the course of the exhibit. Subse-
quently, in a speech in Istanbul, U.S.
Deputy Secretary of Commerce Clarence
Brown referred to the Dobag Rug Show
at the World Bank, citing it as an example
of the ways in which closer ties may be
forged between the two countries.

Exhibits this calendar year have in-
cluded nine artists from seven different
countries.

The work of two of the artists who
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have shown at the Bank is now per-
manently displayed. The large, colorful
batik opposite the entrance to the D din-
ing room is by Senegalese artist Aissatou
Djionne from a 1984 exhibit, and that
same year a water color for the health
room was selected from French artist
Andre Raffin.

Painting and sculpture

The Art Society tries to choose work in
many different categories. Some pieces
are more affordable than others. One of
the most expensive was a painting by
Japanese artist Noriyoshi Ishigooka with
aprice tag of $95,000. But, perhaps the
most interesting exhibit of all starts this
month—June 22—the Staff Art Show,
with artwork from World Bank staff and
family members. For this show, judges
included local artists, an independent art

critic and curator and a gallery director.
Twenty-one artists representing 16 differ-
ent countries have been selected, and the
pieces include painting and sculpture.
The current Society Chairman, Clarisa
Ringlien, is a Bank spouse. Claudette Du-
Cran is Vice President and the Treasurer
is Mary Lou Bennett (EDS). Two other
individuals who have been particularly
active in the Society are former staff Joan
Voigt and Britt Ghardner-Kosloff. There
is no formal, dues-paying membership in
the Society, but participation is open to
all staff and the group welcomes volun-
teers. The Bank now provides some fi-
nancial backing, but the Society has to be
“financially creative” to accomplish all
that it does within the limited budget.
Security considerations preclude the
public being able to browse through the
gallery at any time, but many people

from outside the Bank are invited to the
opening night receptions to launch each
new exhibit. All Bank staff, family and
friends are invited (via a notice in the
Weekly Bulletin) along with a mailing
sent to some 1,500 to 2,000 outside
guests and organizations, including gal-
leries and the media. The event is often
organized in collaboration with an em-
bassy, which may have played a part in
bringing the featured artist to Wash-
ington.

Ms. DuCran adds that a good deal of
credit must also go to groups of people
around the Bank who contribute to
each show's success by their supporting
efforts: the security guards, staff in the
Print Shop, Graphics, the picture
hangers, audio visual staff, movers, Prop-
erty Control, people in the Distribution
Unit and Marriott staff. m
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ANNEX &

- March 27

- May 8

- February 14
- November 20
A {

- June 19

September 7 - October 9

January 13
February 24
April 6
May 18
October 19
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Proposed Exhibition Dates
1991-1992

- February 15

- November 22

19

- May 10
- June 21

September 9 - October 11

February 25 - March 29
October 21

January 14
April 8

May 20
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